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Presidents Corner
by Eric Hallerman

Greetings, fellow IFS members.
At the mid-point of the year, it's time to
take stock of what's been accomplished
and what lies ahead in the business of the
Section. I'm pleased to report on a num-
ber of Section-sponsored activities, some
completed, some ongoing, and some on
which I seek your input.

Election results Elections for
the vacant office of President-elect were
held in December. Dr. Anna Toline (Utah
State University) will take the reins as
President at our business meeting in
Monterey in August. Thank you, Anna
and Charles Brown (USDA-APHIS) for
standing for election. In other election-
related results, voters overwhelmingly ap-
proved the donation of $100 to support
the Skinner Award, which supports the
travel of students to the AFS annual meet-
ing. Regarding the possibility of a dues
increase for international members to re-
flect the extra costs of mailing the news-
letter, the response involved few voters
and was mixed; hence, I am reluctant to
recommend changing the existing dues
structure.

Call for Nominations This summer, we
will hold elections for President-Elect
and Secretary-Treasurer. The section
Nominating Committee consists of cur-
rent officers and the Past-President. We
ask your suggestions for prospective
nominees for these offices. Contact any
of us. :
Grass carp manual out The
Section-sponsored book, "Managing
Aquatic Vegetation with Grass Carp: A

guide for Water Resource Managers,"
edited by John Cassani, has just been
published. The grass carp manual should
prove useful to arange of aquatics profes-
sionals. A listing of its contents and an
order form appear on page 5 of this news-
letter. I vouch that it's a great buy at $18.
On behalf of the Section, I express thanks
to the AFS Publications Endowment for a
grant that supported publication of the
manual. This grant brought the publica-
tion to fruition and kept low the cost of the
finished product.

IFS Web-site up The Section's
World Wide Web homepage is now up
and running, and can be accessed at http:/
/www.afsifs.vt.edu. It will inform read-
ers of Section goals and activities, pro-
vide access to news items regarding intro-
duced aquatic species and provide hotlinks
to related Web-sites. Check it out. Feel
free to tell me of other sites to link to and
to pass along news items of general inter-
est.

Sections i :
Former Section President Denny Lassuy
is organizing a symposium, "Bettas to
Biodiversity: Therole of the aquarium in
fish conservation," for the AFS annual
meeting in Monterey. Presentations will
focus on the significance to conservation
of home aquaria, the aquarium industry,
and public aquaria. This sort of a sympo-
sium s particularly appropriate given that
the AFS annual meeting is to be held in
Monterey, California, home to a major
marine aquarium. A listing of speakers
and topics is provided on page 4 of this
newsletter.

Governing Board news The
Governing Board of AFS includes the
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